GERMAN STATE-OWNED RADIO STATION HESSISCHER RUNDFUNK
EXPANDS ITS TELEX®/RTS™ INTERCOM SYSTEM
The intercom system installed six years ago at Hessischer Rundfunk is
undergoing a technical upgrade. Networking and the investment in new tools
are extending the capabilities of the system.
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Straubing, Germany (September 2004): Six years ago, the German stateowned radio station Hessischer Rundfunk had a large Telex®/RTS™ intercom
system installed in its new broadcasting center – an investment that has
already paid off, not only because the system has been in use seven days a
week, twenty-four hours a day for the last six years without any problems

whatsoever, but also because the modular design of the system, built around
two Telex/RTS ADAM™ frames and over 100 keypanels at workstations, is
capable of expansion in all areas.
Hessischer Rundfunk is now taking advantage of this expansion capability. The
first stage is to incorporate new regional broadcasting centers to the network,
beginning with the studios in Fulda and Kassel (Kassel has already invested in
a new ADAM matrix). The centers in Giessen, Darmstadt and Wiesbaden are
also capable of accessing the large ADAM matrix in Frankfurt via trunking.
Supported by a team from EVI Audio, Hessischer Rundfunk technicians are
establishing the network in two phases: initially ISDN lines will be used to
transmit the audio and data signals, but in the second phase, the regional
centers will be able to send digital and analogue messages via IP – a
considerable advantage. Manuel Brico, Product Manager Telex E.A.M.E.
explained: “IP is the better and more affordable solution in this context, since it
allows the audio signals from eight ports as well as trunking data to be
transmitted using the existing network infrastructure.”
No investment in new hardware was needed to implement this upgrade in the
system of audio and data transfer except the addition of a Telex/RTS RVON8™ card to the matrix. The matrix card provides access to voice-over internet
protocol (VOIP) technology. Once the Telex/RTS-RVON-8 card has been
integrated, eight of the matrix’s ports are converted to IP format, equipping
them for the rapid Ethernet network.
The advantages associated with this change are considerable. Communication
between individual keypanels (at editorial workstations, for example) can be
carried by Ethernet and audio and trunking data transmitted from matrix to
matrix via IP. When all the regional broadcasting centers have been integrated
into the network, communication between Hessischer Rundfunk employees will
be considerably easier. An employee in Fulda, for example, will be able to
establish a direct intercom connection via the main exchange in Frankfurt with
Kassel or – when all the centers have been added to the network – with any of
the other regional studios.
To avoid bottlenecks in the data highway, a TM-2000 trunking controller in
Frankfurt will manage the connections between the central ADAM and the
individual regional broadcasting centers.

For full details on all Telex/RTS products, please visit
www.telex.com www.rtsintercoms.com
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